
    

Interaction, Interaction, Interaction 
You have a story to tell.  But unlike a traditional presentation, it’s a choose-your-own-
adventure story where the audience at your table will have a hand in directing the 
order and details of the story.  As you prepare your display and 
materials, think about the questions they might ask. 

           Tips for an Engaging NCTE Poster Session 

Body Language 
Think about your placement.   Most interaction works best from 
behind the table.  But some talks, such as in the photo on the 
right where the speaker is demonstrating making a music studio 

from a cardboard box, work better from the front.  Some locations 
may accommodate presenting from the side.  Be flexible. 

Avoid this 

Consider  
this instead 

 Take-aways 
Post a link to your website, blog, student work, videos, research, handout or 
other information.  Your audience can use a QR code reader app to capture the 

link.  To create this barcode, just search for a free generator, create, and print. 
In addition, display a shortened version of your URLs.  Those without QR readers can 

take a picture of your link.  To abbreviate your URL, go to goo.gl or bitly.com or 
tinyurl.com (tinyurl has an option to create a customized, memorable url). 
It’s a good idea to give your audience an appealing bookmark, postcard, brochure or business card 
as a reminder to visit your great resources when they get back home.  The postcard-sized handouts 
on the right feature colorful student work on the front and a list of resources on the back. 

First Contact 
Some guests will visit you intentionally based on your 
program description, but most guests will decide whether 
to stop based on your display.  Your title or topic should 
be clearly understood. Attract interest with engaging 
visuals.  A costume or even a wacky hat draws attention.  
Where feasible, consider involving students. 

The 4-1-1 
What do you want your visitors to know? Use your board to 
give an overview of your project, to display student work or to 
give a glimpse into your classroom. Instead of displaying 
documents and spreadsheets to present research, create an 
infographic. You can illuminate the finer points in your 
conversations.  You can also use your table to display more 
information or have content running on a laptop or monitor. If you are 
running media where sound is important, bring a small set of USB-powered 
speakers. Unfortunately, NCTE cannot provide laptops, internet connections, 
power strips, smartboards or LCD projectors. 

Extra-Credit 
1. Feel free to ask your audience for involvement beyond the 

convention. 
2. Have fun! 

Photos for this tip sheet were taken at the 2014 ISTE Conference 


